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Reconsideration and withdrawal of the lejectioiis of the sq^^Ucation are 



respectfully requested in view of the amendments and renarks herewith^ which place die 
application into condition for allowance. The present amendment is being made to &cilitate 
prosecution of the application. 

I. STATUS OP THE CLAIMS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

Claims 23-1 43 are in the present plication. Qaima 23. 31« 39, 45, 51 , 57, 65, 
73, 78, 83, 89, 90, 97, 103, 109, 1 14, 1 19, 124, 129 and 136 are mdependent Claim 81 is 
amended, and hoieby obviates the claim objection. Claims 1-22 had bem canceled, withwt 
prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter. It is submitted that these claims were patentably 
distinct over die prior art cited by the Examiner, and ttiat these claims were in ftaU compliance 
with the requirements of 3 5 U.S.C. § 1 12. The changes to die claims, as presented herein* are 
not made for the purpose of patentability withm the meaning of 35 U.S.C. sections 101, 1 02, 1 03 
or 1 12. Rather, these changes are made simply for clarification and to round out the scope of 
protection to which Applicants are entitled. 

IL REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §1 1 2 

aaims 23, 31, 39. 45, 51, 57, 65, 73, 78, 83. 89, 90, 97, 103, 109, 1 14, 119, 124, 
129 and 136 were rejected under 35 U*S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as filing to comply with the 
written description requirement. Applicants respectfully travene. 

Applicants submit that, as shown in Figure I, a transmission broadcast system 
where i^pUcadon computers (upper control terminals 1 1-13) are connected through a local area 
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network 15 to a hierar&by of controllers^ device sub conlxollers 17» 18 and 19, which manage and 
control through direct connections the processing sections (control targets: reference numbers 
31-34 and 41^) of several AV servers 30, 40. 

Applicants submit that, as shown in Figures 4 and 6. upper control tenninal 1 1 . 
12, 13 issues a reservation command to the execution management task 71. 

Therefi)re, Applicants respectfully request Ifaat the 3S U.S.C § 11 2. first paragr^h 
rejections be withdrawn fiom consideration. 

m. REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C §102(e) and 35 UAC. §103(a) 

Claims 23-25, 28, 29. 3103, 36» 37» 57. 58. 60^3, 65, 66, 68-71, 73, 74, 76-79, 

81-86. 89-93, 96. and 1 19-143 were rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 102(c) as allegedly anticipated 

by US. Patent 5,913^27 to Raz et al (hereinafter, merely "Raz*^. 

Claims 26, 27. 34, 35, 39-43, 45^, and 51-54 were rejected under 35 TJ.S.C. § 

103(a) as allegedly unpatentable over Raz in view of U.S. Patent 6,430,592 to Davison 

(hereinafter, merely 'TJavidson'*). 

Gaims 30, 38, 64, 72, 87, 86, 94, and 95 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

as aUegedly unpatoitable over Raz in view of U.S. Patent 5,528;282 to Voeten et aL hereinafter, 

merely **Voeten*'). 

Claims 44, SO, and 56 were rgected under 33 U.S.C. § 103(a) as aUegedly 
unpatentable over Raz in view of Davison and further in view of Voeten, 

Claims 49 and 55 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
unpatentable over Raz m view of Davison and iUrther in view of U.S. Patent 5^01^24 to Dewey 
et al. (hereinafter, merely TDewey"). 
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Claims 59 and 67 were rejected under 3S U^.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
unpatentable over Raz. 

Claims 75 and 80 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 1 03(a) as allegedly 
unpatatablo over Raz in view of U,S. Patent 6^78,717 to Arseoault ct al. (hereinafter, merely 
-Arseaault^. 

Claims 97, 98, 102-104. and 108-118 were r^ected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
allegedly unpatentable over Raz in view of US. Patent 5,935,206 to Dixon et al. (hereinafter, 
merely **Dixon"). 

Claims 99-101 and 105-107 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as allegedly 
unpataitablc over Raz in view of Dixon and fturther in view of Dewey. 



IV, RESPONSE TO REJECTIONS 

Claim 23 recites, inter alia: 

"A control apparatus for controlling the state of use of a plurality 
of control targets, the ^paiatus comprising: 

upper control terminal moans for issuing a first control command 
instructing reserved use of a control target from amongst said 
plurality of control targets; and 

control target allocation control means fbr inhibiting upper control 
teiminal means except for the iqiper centred tominal means whi&h 
issued the control command, of a plurality of upper control 
tenninal means, from using Hic control target of the reserved use 
instructed by tte first control command, on the basis of the first 
control command fiiom the upper control terminal means; 

wherein the um>er control terminal means are conn ected through a 
network to controllers which are direcdv connected to said 
plurality of control targets: the control target allocation control 
pieans being located in t he controllers ." (emphasis added) 
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As understood by Applioants, Raz relates to a method of synchronizing access to 

a data object that is stored within a shared storage area of a data storage system to which a 

plurality of host processors are connected. 

It is lespectfully submitted thai Raz fails to provide the disclosure of daim 23. 

On pages 5^ of the QfSce Action* it cites column 5, lines 2fr-33 of Raz. which ata^ 

. .management module can be dtti^ centralized or distributed. If it is distributed, some 

communication medianisms will be needed Co distributed the table identifying ownership etc. to 

all hosts where it is can be then stored locally. . .the table could be updated wheenover a host 

nutkes an open file request. . .part of the process of opening the file could also check ownership 

information that is stored in die cmtralizcd locatioiu" 

Applicants respeotfiiUy submit that Raz fails to teach or suggest the features of 

claim 23. Specifically, Applicants submit that there is no teaching or suggestion of a control 

apparatus for controlling the state of use of a plurality of control targets wherein the uoper 

control terminal means are cormeoted thtouah a network to controllers which are dirytf y 

connected to said plurality of control targets: the control target allocation control means ly^i j^g 

located in the contrpUera. recited in clattn 23. 

Indeed, Applicants submit that a di^buted management module identifying 

ownership, etc. to hosts where it could be iq>dated whenever a host makes an open file reque^ as 

part of the process of opoung the file and could also check ownership information that is stored 

in the centralized location includes no suggestion of control t^mirud means connected throu|di a 

network to controllers which are directly connected to said pluralit y of control targets and the 

contTPl target allocatio n control means are located in the controllers . 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 23 is patmiable. 
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For reasons similar to those described above with regard to indep^ent claim 23» 
independent claims 31. 39, 45. 51, 57, 65, 73. 78^ 83. 89. 90, 97. 103. 109. 114. 119. 124, 129 
and 1 36 are also believed to be patentable. 

Thmfore, Applicants submit that independent clainas 23, 31> 39, 45, 51, 57, 65, 
73, 78. 83, 89, 90, 97, 103, 109, 1 14. 1 19. 124. 129 and 136 are patentable. 

Applicants respectfully assert than none of the cited references disclose the 
physical stnictare of the broadcast system shown in Figure 1 and recited in the present claims. 
Therefbre. for at least this reason, Raz, Voeten, Davison. Dixon, Dewey, and ArsCTautt foil to 
anticipate or obviate the present invention and the rejected claims should now be allowed 

V. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

The other claims in this application are each dependent fiom the independent 
claim discussed above and are tfierefbre believed patentable for at least the same reasons. Since 
each dependent claim is also deemed to define an additional aspect of the inventiOD, however, 
the individual reconsideration of the patentability of each on its own merits is respectfully 
requested. 

In the event the Examiner disagrees with any of statements appearing above with 
respect to the disclosure in the cited refinence, or references, it is respectftaUy requested that the 
Examiner specifically indicate those portions of the reference, or refisiences. providing the basis 
for a contrary view. 
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Please chnrgfi any additional fees diat may be needed, and credit eny RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CeiTER 

Qverpaymcnt, to our Deposit Account No. 50-0320. * . ^ „„„„ 

AUG 2 3 2006 

In view of the ibregoing amendments and i^aiks, it is believed that all of the 
claims in this application are patentable and Applicants respectfully request early passage to 
issue of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted^ 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUO LLP 
Attorneys for Applicants 



1 ^^^^ ^ ^m ^ ^^^^^ er^^'^'''^ 



Bj^ 

Thomas F. Presson 
R^ No. 41.442 
(212)588^800 
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